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3.1 What is Literature Review? 
 
 
 It is actually the reading of the works of others 

before commencing on our own research work. 
 

 Literature review can pave the way for better 
research. 
 

 It can help in identifying the relevance of the 
research. 



Steps in reviewing the 

literature 

 Define your idea in as general terms as 
possible by using general sources. 
 

 Search through the secondary sources. 
 

 Search through the primary sources. 
 

 Organize your notes. 
 

 Write your proposal. 



 

 

Different types of information 

and what they do! 

 

 
  General sources 
 
 Provides an overview of a topic and provides leads 

to where more information can be found. 
 

 Examples are daily newspapers, news weeklies, 
popular periodicals and magazines, (e.g. IEEE 
Spectrum), etc. 

 



 Secondary sources 
 Provides a level of information “once removed” from 

the original work. 
 Examples are books on specific subjects and reviews 

of research. 
 

 Primary sources 
 The original reports of the original work or experience 
 Examples are journals, abstracts, scholarly books, etc.  

 

Different types of information 

and what they do! 



 

•  To limit the problem area. 

•  To define the problem. 

•  To avoid unnecessary repetition. 

•  To search for new approaches. 

•  To recommend suitable methods. 

•  To sample current opinions. 

3.2 What are the purpose of 

Literature Review? 



 LIMIT THE PROBLEM AREA 
The problem should be small enough and sufficiently specific 
for adequate treatment and competent analysis. Research 
articles often suggest recommendations for the course that 
further research should take. 

 
 DEFINE THE PROBLEM 

‘Definition’ means that the researcher knows exactly what 
he is looking for, so that data when collected and analysed 
actually relates back to the problem. 

3.2 The Purpose of Literature 

Review 



 AVOID UNNECESSARY REPETITION 
Do not assume that because most of the existing research 
adopts one method that it is the only method or the correct 
method available in the circumstance. Do not use the 
approach if you have reservations about its application to the 
problem. 
 
 

3.2 The Purpose of Literature 

Review 

 SEARCH FOR NEW APPROACHES 
Be alert to research approaches which may have been 
overlooked. Be prepared to adopt a different viewpoint, 
particularly in areas where research is sparse. 



  RECOMMEND SUITABLE METHODS 
Methodology should be appropriate to the research 
problem. Compile a checklist in which you reference 
ideas on research design, instrumentation, sampling 
and data collecting and analysis from various studies. 
 

   SAMPLE CURRENT OPINIONS 
Newspapers, magazines and non-technical articles 
may contain unique ideas that have not yet been 
researched. 

3.2 The Purpose of Literature 

Review 



 
 
 
 

3.3 How to carry out effective 

literature review? 
 
 
 
 

   A Plan for Obtaining Literature 
 

The following plan, arranged in a logical order is 
intended to provide a systematic means of 
obtaining relevant literature, once the general area 
of the research question has been established. 



1. KEY WORDS 
– compile a list of key word and terms that relate specifically to 

the research problem. 
– ensure that the list is exhaustive by checking terms in a 

dictionary. 
– cross reference terms/descriptors by using another 

dictionary/encyclopedia (if possible). 
 

2. CONSULTATIONS 
– consult the librarian for information about the collection and 

cataloguing procedures. 
– discuss the research problem with specialists and/or colleagues 

for help in finding sources of literature. 

How to carry out effective 

literature review? 



3. PRELIMINARY SOURCES 
– using the key words check the preliminary sources for 

references: 
o catalogue 
o indexes 
o abstracts 
o bibliographies 
o annotated bibliographies 

 
4. SECONDARY SOURCES 

– locate textbooks, articles and other secondary sources 
(also the Internet). 

– check secondary sources for relevance and background 
    information. 

How to carry out effective 

literature review? 



5. PRIMARY SOURCES 
–  locate research reports written specifically about the 

research problem. 
–  check other primary sources for information on research  

design and methodology. 
 

6. CONTACTS 
–  write to organisations and/or institutions that may have an 

interest in the research problem and be able to supply 
information or additional contacts. 

–  from the survey of primary sources, contact any person who 
may have conducted research in the area, if it is felt that this 
may be useful. 

How to carry out effective 

literature review? 



 
 
 
 

 INTERACTION WITH OTHERS 

 
•   Conferences, meetings, workshops and in-service courses are 

usually designed for specific purpose, but often, during the 
course of the discussions, references are made to broader 
issues. 

 
•   As well, informal discussions with colleagues and other 

interested members of the public can lead the keen researcher 
to problem areas that could provide the basis for research. 

 
•   By being always eager to learn more about the educational 

process, by adopting a critical outlook and by taking every 
opportunity to be part of a research environment, it is more 
likely that you will be able to select a problem for research. 



 
 
 
 

 3.4 OUTPUT OF THE LITERATURE 

REVIEW 

  
• Current findings from works of other 

researchers 
 

• Inventory of published data and theories 
 

• New theory 
 

• New method 
 

• Controversies of what similar and of what 
different 
 

• Controversies of what consistent and of what 
are not 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 OUTPUT OF THE LITERATURE 

REVIEW 

  
• Clear picture of what is going on in your 

topic/area 
• Know where the research ends 
• Get set to work on your specific 

topic/area 
• Know what’s working, what is not 
• Know the market you are embarking 
    
  



 
 
 
 

3.4.1 How these outputs of your  

LR benefit you?  

 
• You find research gap(s)  
 
• You can write problem statement  

 
• Master or PhD work is in sight 

 
    
  



 
 
 
 

3.4.2 5C’s of LR 
 

• Cite: keep the primary focus on the literature 
 

• Compare the various arguments, theories, 
methodologies, approaches and findings 
expressed in the literature: what do the authors 
agree on? Who employs similar approaches? 
 

• Contrast the various arguments, themes, 
methodologies, approaches and controversies 
expressed in the literature: what are the major 
areas of disagreement, controversy, debate? 



 
 
 
 

5C’s of LR 
 

• Critique the literature: which arguments are 
more persuasive, and why? Which approaches, 
findings, methodologies seem most reliable, 
valid, or appropriate, and why? 
 

• Connect the literature to your own area of 
research and investigation: how does your own 
work draw on/depart from/synthesis what has 
been said in the literature? 



3.4.3 The importance of  

writing up your LR 

 
• You know where you are in your research 

 

• You know where to find the missing  piece  

of the puzzle 

 

• You may go back to reading specific 

material , and  pave the way to completing 

your research  

 

• Keep improving your draft (write-read-write-

read). 

   



 
 
 
 

More TIPS 

 

Contents of abstract 

• Background: What is going on the topic you are  discussing 

• Purpose: State clear what you are to report (Use active 
verb to be such as to determine, to find out, to rectify, to 
improve, to compare, to select etc) 

• Methodology: How you went about to get the data 

• Results:  It is in sentences 

• Conclusion:  Conclude based on the purpose of your paper   



Contents of a paper 

• Introduction:  It should include background of the problem 
your are presenting - What is happening, how you see it 
affects, and how your work to move forward from here 

• Literature review: Include previous researchers’ relevant 
supporting arguments, concepts and theories on the work 
you are presenting in the paper 

• Methodology: How you went about to get the data, and 
how you analyzed the data 

• Results:  You show them in tables and figures 

• Conclusion:  Conclude based on the purpose of your paper   
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